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William Goldman's modern fantasy classic is a simple, exceptional story about questsâ€”for riches,

revenge, power, and, of course, true loveâ€”that's thrilling and timeless.Â Anyone who lived through

the 1980s may find it impossibleâ€”inconceivable, evenâ€”to equate The Princess Bride with

anything other than the sweet, celluloid romance of Westley and Buttercup, but the film is only a

fraction of the ingenious storytelling you'll find in these pages. Rich in character and satire, the novel

is set in 1941 and framed cleverly as an â€œabridgedâ€• retelling of a centuries-old tale set in the

fabled country of Florin that's home to â€œBeasts of all natures and descriptions. Pain. Death.

Brave men. Coward men. Strongest men. Chases. Escapes. Lies. Truths. Passions.â€•
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The greatness of this book is truly, in the word's of Vizzini "INCONCEIVABLE!" What's this book

about? Fencing, fighting, true love, strong hate, harsh revenge, a few giants, lots of bad men, lots of

good men, pain, death, brave men, coward men, escapes, lies, truth, passion, miracles. It's

hilarious, heart breaking, and terrifying all at the same time. If none of that sounds good to you, or if

you've seen the movie and didn't like it, don't read the book. If you liked the movie, the book is twice

as good! Who's the genius behind this incredible book? The answer is simple, William Goldman

(which is another whole story in its self). If you look at the book you'll read: "S. Morgenstern's

Classic Tale of True Love and High Adventure. The "good parts version" abriged by William

Goldman." In Goldman's introduction he explains how when he was a ten years old and was home

sick with pneumonia, his father read him the book. (Sound farmiliar? If you're remembering the



scene between the grandfather and the boy in the book you're right.) His father was a poor, English

struggling immigrant from Florin, the setting of the Princess Bride. His father explains how

Morgenstern was a great writer in his country and that there it is a very famous book. Goldman

obviously loves the book. As a man, Goldman decides to give the book to his son, Jason for his

tenth birthday. After putting in an enormous amount of time and money to track down the book, to

his shock the son hates it. In turn, he decides to re-read the book for himself. What he discovers is

that his father didn't actually read him the whole book, he only read him the good parts. The book in

fact was not even really focussing on the story he heard, it's actually all about the history of Florin.
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